b) causing said server to communicate a second stream representing 
said broadcast information to a second user device wherein said second 
user device is coupled to the Internet; 

c) causing said first user device to copfimunicate a third stream 
representing said broadcast information to a third user device wherein said 

\ third user device is coupled to the Internet; and 

x f\ d) receiving and rendering, concurrently, said broadcast information on 



said first, second and third user^devices, and wherein said first, second, and 
third user devices are configured to receive a stream representing digital 
broadcast information from^said server or a user device without regard to 

/ 

maintaining a continuous broadcast if said user device discontinues 
communicating said ^tream. 



8. (Three times amended) A method (^broadcasting information over a 
network of electronic devices, said methodysomprising the steps of: 

transmitting broadcast informatiorf/from a server to a first group of 
electronic devices of said network; apd 

achieving broadcasting of said broadcast information for said first group 
^ and a second group of electronic devices by forwarding said broadcast 

information from said first group of electronic devices to said second group of 
electronic devices of said/network such that said first and second groups of 
electronic devices receive and render, concurrently, said broadcast information, 
and wherein said firsit and second groups of electronic devices are configured 
to receive broadcast information from said server or a group of electronic 
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devices without regard to maintaining a c9Pttrfuous broadcast if said group of 
electronic devices discontinuespefnmunicating said broadcast information. 

15. (Three times amended) A method of complicating broadcast 
information comprising the steps of: 

a) communicating a first digital stream^to a first user device, said first 

/ 

digital stream representing broadcast information, said step a) performed by 



a server and wherein said server and^said first user device are coupled to the 

/ 

Internet; / 

b) communicating a second digital stream to a second user device, 

/ 

said second digital stream representing said broadcast information, said step 
b) performed by said server and wherein said second user device is coupled 
to the Internet; 

c) communicating a third digital stream to a third user device, said third 

/ 

digital stream representing said broadcast information, said step c) 



performed by said first user device wherein said third user device is coupled 



to the Internet; and 

d)j^eiving and rendering, concurrently, said broadcast information on 

said second and third user devices, and wherein said first, second, and third 

/ 

user devices are configured to receive a stream representing digital broadcast 
lation from said server or a user device without regard to maintaining a 
ftinuous broadcast if said user device discontinues communicating said 
iream. 




CNCT-006.CPA/ACM/JSG Page 3 Examiner: BROWN, R. 

Serial No. 09/253,117 Group Art Unit: 2611 



24. (Three times amended) A system for communicating broadcast 
information comprising: 



a) a server configured to communicate^ first digital stream to a first 
user device, said first digital stream representing broadcast information and 
wherein said server and said first user device are coupled to the Internet; 

b) said server also configured to communicate a second digital stream 
to a second user device, said second digital stream representing said 
broadcast information and wherein ^aid second user device is coupled to the 
Internet; 

c) said first user device configured to communicate a third digital 
stream to a third user device, said third digital stream representing said 
broadcast information and wherein said third user device is coupled to the 
Internet; and 

d) said second and /said third user devices also for receiving and 
rendering, concurrently, said broadcast information, and wherein said first, 
second, and third user pevices are configured to receive a stream representing 
digital broadcast information from said server or a user device without regard to 
maintaining a continuous broadcast if said user device discontinues 
communicating saia stream. 

35. (Three times amended) A system fpi^communicating broadcast 
information comprising: 

a) a server configured by a tnafhsmission scheduler to communicate a 
first digital stream to a first usendevice, said first digital stream representing 
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broadcast information and wherein said server and said first user device are 
coupled to the Internet; 

b) said server also configured by said transmission scheduler to 
communicate a second digital stream to a second user device, said second 
digital stream representing said broadcast information and wherein said 
second user device is coupled to the Internet; 

c) said first user device configured by said transmission scheduler to 
communicate a third digital stream to/a third user device, said third digital 
stream representing said broadcast information and wherein said third user 
device is coupled to the Internet; >and 

d) wherein said second ^nd said third user devices are also for 
receiving and rendering, concurrently, said broadcast information; and 

e) wherein said transmission scheduler schedules and maintains 
communication links between said server, said first user device, said second 
user device and said third user device to transmit said broadcast information, 
and wherein said first,Aecond, and third user devices are configured to receive 
a stream representirtg digital broadcast information from said server or a user 
device without regard to maintaining a continuous broadcast if said user device 
discontinues communicating said stream. 
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